the mountains, or by outcrops of volcanic rocks. The moun-
tains screen the coast from the cold northerly winds of winter,
and at the same time limit to the coastal plain the penetration
of mild damp air from the south. The climate is of the
Mediterranean type, with mild winters and clear, rainless,
sunny summers. The natural vegetation is also Mediterranean
in character, including such trees as the olive, cypress, laurel,
cork-oak, etc. The dark green forested hill slopes, broken here
and there by the white-stone buildings of sanatoria or holiday
resorts, overlook fertile tobacco plantations, orchards, and
vineyards (e.g., the famous Massandra vineyards).
From these rich and fertile plains the land falls steeply to
the sea.
Industry
The most useful minerals found in the Crimea are salt,
near Perekop, phosphoric iron ore (the second largest deposits
in the U.S.S.R.) at Kerch, where there are mines and iron-
and steel-works, sulphur, and various salts from lakes,
Although some coal is mined in the south, the Don basin
coalfield supplies most of the fuel used in the metallurgical
industry. Waste products from this industry arc used in the
manufacture of chemicals. (One of the most important
products of the chemical industry is phosphatic fertilizer.)
Salt is obtained from the shallow Sivash firth in the north,
and building stone from the mountains in the south.
The second important group of industries is engaged in
the preserving and canning of fruit and vegetables and the
manufacture of tobacco.
Population
In ancient times Phoenicians, Greeks, and Romans came
by sea and established trading colonies on the Southern
Crimean coast. In the Middle Ages Genoese, and later
Turks, founded colonies there. Finally the entire peninsula
was taken by Russia at the end of the eighteenth century.
The  present   population   (1,126,824)   consists   chiefly   of